
 

 

Policy Proposal: Include voting on NUS 
affiliation in the elections process 

Date: 11/05/22 

 

Proposer/s: Nina Cupric VP Education 

 

Current Policy 
What happens at the moment?  
At the moment the student body do not vote on whether the Union should remain 
affiliated with the NUS unless approved by a referendum. 
  
 
New Proposal 
What is your new proposal and why do you want to introduce it? 
 
My proposal is to add voting on whether the Union should remain affiliated with the 
membership engagement side of the National Union of Students (NUS). This is based on 
the model that is used by the Sheffield Students’ Union, where it is part of their officer 
election students also vote on affiliation. 
 
We would need to ensure that students were adequately informed around what they 
are voting for and what the implications would be, through the comms, vote herder 
training and other marketing materials. 
 
We pay 2.5% of the previous year block grant per year to remain affiliated to the NUS 
(£21,572 this year). Additional costs are incurred for the yearly officer training called Lead 
and Change, as well as the NUS conference. Additionally, the NUS run meet up sessions 
for officers and Union staff those these aren’t very regular or planned out. 
 
 

I have received significant student voice to support this proposal [please delete as 
appropriate]: 

• Yes 

If you have answered ‘yes’ to the above question please give more detail on this 
student voice below (e.g. numbers of students surveyed/ spoken to etc.) 
 
This proposal was sparked by the experience of myself and my fellow NUS delegates at 
the NUS conference that was held in March 2022. We felt that the NUS didn’t truly 
represent the views of all students, or adequately support individual unions, especially 
those outside of London. While we acknowledge the involvement of the NUS in 
representing students in politics, there is a sense of disengagement with their individual 
members. 
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