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Policy Proposal: Sports Affiliation Fee 
removal 

Date: 13/05/2022 Proposer/s: Jonny Beasley  
 

 

Current Policy – What happens at the moment?  
  
Affiliation Fees 
Currently Union Sports clubs are charged an annual ‘Sports Affiliation Fee’ by the Union. 
This was previously reflective of the average Union expenditure of the previous 2 years 
on that club. At the Union AGM 2021 these charges were restructured and put into four 
tiers based on previous charges to make it clearer for clubs to budget with fees set for at 
least 2 years. 
 
Tier A- £1000 
Tier B- £700 
Tier C- £500 
Tier D- £200 
 
Union Budget Applications 
Currently sports clubs have their own development account but they can also apply for 
funding from the Union to support with their offer. They can apply to the Union for 
funding to support with subsidising Equipment, Affiliations, any additional coaching, 
non BUCS entries and competition fees, non BUCS travel, offsite facility hire. 
 
New Proposals -What are the new proposals and why do you want to introduce them? 
 
Rationale: 
 
The Union currently charge a ‘Sports Affiliation Fee’ to all clubs, totalling £20,500 under 
the tiered charging system that makes up part of the Unions Sports Budget. Clubs then 
apply for funding from the Sports Budget which is currently £22,000 meaning that 
ultimately the Union our charging clubs an annual fee that clubs are then applying for 
through the ‘Sports Budget Application’.  
 
Proposed changes:  
-remove the ‘Sports Affiliation Fee’ charges by the Union to our Sports Clubs- Total 
£20,500,  
-remove the annual ‘Sports Budget Funding’ for clubs to apply to the Union for- Total 
£22,000 
 
Union to continue funding: 
-BUCS Affiliation/Team Entries- maximum of 2 teams per club, per gender. 
-Club Coaching- 1 coach per club/team, per gender (1 session a week). University Fund 
Performance Team coaching. 
-BUCS Transport- for a maximum of 2 teams per gender (following Union Transport 
Policy). 
-BUCS Officials/Umpires- maximum of 2 teams per gender. 
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-BUCS Facility Hire- maximum of 2 teams per gender. 
 
 
 
Standing Order 9 amendments: 
 
-remove section 15.0 entitled ‘Union Sports Affiliation Fees’ and any reference made 
throughout. 
-remove 14.9. The Union Sports will be able to claw back ‘Union Sports Affiliation fees’ 
from the relevant club without the consent of the two signatories, however these 
individuals will be notified prior to and once this has been taken. 
 
The removal of the ‘Sports Affiliation Fees’ charge will allow clubs to benefit from the full 
income from their memberships and will encourage them to budget accordingly to 
ensure they can operate for the academic year and beyond. It will also encourage clubs 
to spend their own funds more efficiently with a bigger focus on bringing in additional 
income through memberships, club fundraising and sponsorship. 
 
 

 

I have received significant student voice to support this proposal [please delete as 
appropriate]: 

• No 

If you have answered ‘yes’ to the above question please give more detail on this 
student voice below (e.g. numbers of students surveyed/ spoken to etc.) 
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